GOETHE S  REPUTATION  IN   AMERICA
very popular, and especially since the nineties, when post-
graduate university instruction on the Continental model was
developed on a broad scale, Goethe has offered material for
courses which have become a tradition in almost every American
institution of higher learning. Scholars like Max Winkler in
Michigan, A. R. Hohlfeld in Wisconsin,]. T. Hatfield at North-
western University, Calvin Thomas and W. A. Hervey at
Columbia University, John A. Walz at Harvard, and Carl Schrei-
ber at Yale (where the valuable Speck Goethe Collection is
housed) have imparted to several generations of American
students knowledge of, and enthusiasm for, Goethe. The pages
of the Publications of the Modem Language Association of America
(since 1884) and of a dozen other specialized learned periodicals
are rich in contributions to a better understanding of Goethe,
while the number of American school editions of individual
works has reached fantastic proportions. A complete American
Goethe bibliography would now record close on five thousand
items.
Comprehensive American books on Goethe, not only original
works but also translations or adaptations from other languages,
have been numerous. Many others deal with special aspects of
his thought and achievement, from anthroposophy to natural
science. Societies of various kinds, particularly in larger centres
like New York and Chicago, are devoted to study and discussion
of his writings. Monuments to him adorn the parks and public
squares of numerous cities, and streets are named after him.
If the interest of translators is a good criterion, then Goethe's
masterpiece, Faust, has taken particularly firm root in America
during the past generation. Beginning with the Canadian render-
ing of Van der Smissen (1926), we count at least five recent trans-
lations, either of both parts of the drama or of Part I alone, that
seem significant and likely to live. The most satisfactory of them
is perhaps that of George Madison Priest (both parts, 1932). Any
of them compares favourably with the best efforts of the nine-
teenth century, and the average quality of their attainment is far
superior to that of their predecessors.
It is characteristic of American occupation with Goethe during
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